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North Beaver Creek
Lutheran Chutch is
one church in the
body of Christ with
two buildings:

“The Brick Building”
W11383 County Rd C
(Most indoor worship)

“The White Building”
W10767 County Rd C
(Church offices,
Sunday School,
Confirmation Classes)

Office phone:
608-525-2406

Office email:
northbeavercreekoffice
@gmail.com
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Yesterday at the North Conference pastors gathering, we were asked “What is
something that gave you life or joy the past few months?” | started out by
reporting that we completed our process to become North Hope Parish - a
mutual partnership to open up possibilities for long term sustainability in
ministry for our communities. As someone who forms my thoughts as | speak
them, | started to hear something other than a “report” come out of my mouth. |
started talking about you with a lot of joy and pride and gratitude. By the end of
my time to share, | said something like this: “What | love the most is how the
two congregations are actively thinking about ways to care for and
accommodate the other. The willingness to adjust worship schedules, to hold
joint worship services when it makes practical sense for low attendance
Sundays or NBC’s Lutefisk Dinner Sunday, to be flexible with holidays, to be
curious about how the other has done it (whatever “it” might be) and see it as
valid even if it is not the way we have done it for many years, to work together
and anticipate potential sticky points in order to work them out with kindness.”
When | got done speaking, | noticed the faces of the pastors - smiling with me -
sometimes wide-eyed with surprise because they know (as do we all) that it
doesn’t always happen like this. People are suspicious and defensive instead
of open and welcoming. They exhibit a stinginess of spirit that sucks the energy
out of the room and leaves everyone feeling joyless. They make up stories and
assume the worst of their neighbors. I'm so happy that isn’t what happened
here. And while | know it's not our custom as good Scandahoovians to be self-
congratulatory, this is worth some back-patting celebration.

Meeting with the Call Committees last night we talked about the gift North
Beaver Creek and Living Hope have been to pastors, especially first call
pastors, over the years. Some congregations have the capacity to train and
teach new pastors how to be good pastors...but not just new pastors - us more
seasoned pastors, too. Those congregations are forgiving with the mistakes a
pastor makes. Forthcoming, yet kind with feedback. Patient with the growth of
their pastor. Appreciative of the work their pastor does. Respectful of the office
the pastor holds. Trusting their pastor with their children and elderly. Inviting
the pastor into their lives beyond church. Accepting the humanity and
vulnerability of their pastor. Expecting the best of their pastor and giving their
best back. And genuinely caring and actively providing for their pastor’s well-
being.

In order to do this for pastors over many generations, congregations embody
this patience, care, forgiveness, generosity, and trust among themselves. They
strive to be true Christian communities, reflective of Jesus’ love, and evidence
of the enduring Church that Paul writes about in Romans 12: “'°Live in
harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do
not claim to be wiser than you are. *’Do not repay anyone evil for evil but take
thought for what is noble in the sight of all. *If it is possible, so far as it
depends on you, live peaceably with all.” So far as it depends on you. | love
that phrase. It invites every one of us to see ourselves as belonging to the
community we want to be - it DOES depend on you. In big and small ways, the
(Continued on pg. 4)
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Daniel Mayer*
Norma Lien*
Trenton Tjerstad
Beau Trapp
Mayson Woyczik
Ryan Crivits

Daniel Tjerstad
Anita Beck*
Charlotte Hansen*
Willie Vehrenkamp*
Keith Leque
Kamden Knutson
Aleece Sedelbauer
Tara Tjerstad
Cheyenne Crivits
Dwight Sweno

October 1
October 2
October 3
October 3
October 3
October 5
October 6
October 7
October 11
October 14
October 15
October 16
October 16
October 17
October 19
October 19

Adalynn Weisenberger

Marthea Tjerstad
Aspen Solberg
Emma Solberg

October 19
October 21
October 25
October 25

Wilhelmina Hangartner

U/

ANNIVERSARIES
Bree Lien Mary Tollefson
Roddy Ekern Kaisyn Ekern
Larry Crivits Jay Vehrenkamp
Olivia Cotcoran Daniel Tjerstad
Nora Kujak Alice Baker
Sheldon Legreid Tara Tjerstad
Letti Crivits Brent Sweno
Mary Tjerstad Tammy Vehrenkamp
Rachel Tollefson Lyle Henderson
Angela Byom Beti Lien

Ann Ekern Tucker Tjerstad
John Woyicki Janice Hartung

October Communion Asst: Phil
Prep & Worship Asst.: 10/06- Marlys

10/13- Sally

10/20- Linda

10/27- Roxy
Treasurer’s Report:
Balance ending 7/31/2024 $21,786.72
August Regular Offering $5,173.90
August Loose offerings $90.75
August Simply Giving $1,616.96
August Designated $1400.00
August Total Income $8,278.61
August Total $30,065.33
August Expenses ($15,946.54)

October 27
Chase Lien October 27
Abby Vehrenkamp  October 27
Paityn Ekern October 28
Kole Trapp October 30
Carson Crivits October 31

*Are 70+ years old

Duwight & Crystal Sweno — Brandon & Mercedes Crivits
Reith & Jackie Sexe Josh & Heather Busse
Sheldon & Kay 1egreid — Steve & Linda Heimdah!
Andy & Sam Anderson  Stuart & Joni Olson
Darwin & Anita Beck  Reggie & Maygan Kujak

Willie & Tammy Vebrenkanp
Duwight & Christa Weisenberger

Ending checking balance 8/31/2024 $14,118.79
includes the following Lutefisk profits:
2021 Lutefisk profit $3,575.22
2022 Lutefisk profit $2,725.54
2023 Lutefisk profit $10,265.39
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North Beaver Creek Lutheran Church
Church Council Meeting Minutes
September 9, 2024

Attendees: Phil Borreson, Dawn Corcoran, Pastor Libby Howe, Roger Instenes, Pam Jones, Marlys Leque, Brent
Sweno, Rachel Tollefson Absent: Heather Busse

Called to order by President Phil Borreson and prayer led by Pastor Libby Howe

Secretary’s report: Minutes from August 12, 2024, read and approved. Motion made by Marlys Leque and seconded
by Roger Instenes.

Treasurer’s report: Financial Reports read and approved. Motion made by Steve Vehrenkamp, seconded by Joe
Vehrenkamp.

Voice of the Congregation and Correspondence: none

Pastor Report/Updates:
e 2 pt parish both parsonages are occupied. When a pastor is called, they will be able to tour both
parsonages and decide which one they would like to live in.

e Dana Osborn started as the custodian on September 1.

e Pastor Libby Howe has accepted a pastoral call to Prince of Peace in La Crescent, MN. Her last
workday is October 13 but will be on the payroll through October 31 (vacation/continuing ed time).

e Two students to be confirmed in October: Eathan Busse and Beau Trapp.

Church General ltems:
e Sunday School Rally Sunday is September 22 with the Council serving hotdogs and ice cream after
worship. We will invite Living Hope to join us. The Sunday School teachers’ meeting is Wednesday,
September 11 at 6 pm.

e North Hope Parish Joint Council meeting is Wednesday November 13. There will be a meal at 5:30.
Councils will meet separately at 6:15 and come back together at 7pm for the joint meeting.

e New dehumidifier purchased for the brick building - thank you Rachel Tollefson for donating

Committee reports:
Trustees:
e The stairway at the white building where water was running in has been fixed.
e Moss removal at brick building and changing of the bulbs in the cross at the white building will take
place Spring of 2025 when a lift is rented, and members of the church will do the work.
e Lawn mower repaired at the parsonage
e The chimes at brick building are being looked at to chime again.
Deacons:
e (Care Network in formation with the La Crosse Area Synod.
Call Committee:
o (Call Committee had Zoom meeting with a candidate. It went well and they are moving forward to
schedule an in person visit. Please continue to pray for the Call Committee.

New Business
e (Clean up day at white church and the shanty for the lutefisk dinner is scheduled for October 19 at
9:30am. Bring cleaning supplies to clean. A sign-up list will be passed around at worship the next few
Sundays.
e Lutefisk Dinner is Sunday October 27. Worship that day will be a joint service at Living Hope at 8:15am.

Motion made to adjourn the meeting by Roger Instenes, second by Brent Sweno, motion carried.
Closed meeting with the Lord’s Prayer. Next meeting is Monday, October 14 at 6 pm. ~Submitted by Dawn Corcoran
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(Continued from pg. 1) love people know here and the Church they experience depends on you and the
choices you make to engage, the words you speak, the prayers you pray, the gifts you give, the joy you
share, the kindness you extend, the leadership you provide.

As | finished talking with the pastors, | felt a heaviness in my gut...so much gratitude mixed up with a lot of
grief. Simply put, you have been easy to love, and | will miss you. | hope every pastor who has the good
fortune to serve you knows the goodness | have known here. And may you continue to grow in faith,
conform your life to Jesus’ life, shine light into the dark places of people’s lives, impact your community and
world for good, and love one another.

Christ’'s peace be yours,

Pastor Libby

8/22 — 9/23 Memorial or In Honor of gifts:

In Memory of Dianne Kraemer, Larry Helgeson, Doris Davis, Terry Lien, John Tenneson, Bev
Bahnub, John Larson, Truman Everson, Buddy Quinn, Lorna Tenneson, Mary Slayton and Beverly
Tranberg by Willie & Tammy Vehrenkamp

In Memory of Truman Everson by Douglas & Karen Traastad

In Memory of Beverly Tranberg to the parking lot fund by Roger & Fanacee Instenes

Bulletin Sponsor I[HO Brandon & Kelsey’s wedding by William & Janice Hartung

In Memory of Truman Everson by Percy & Roxy Thompson

October 6™, Confirmation Sunday
October 13", Pastor Libby’s last day, Potluck
October 19™, clean-up day in preparation for the Lutefisk dinner

October 27", Lutefisk dinner 11am-4pm

Please keep in your prayers: Roddy Ekern, Roland Ekern, Mary Ericksmoen,
Truman Everson, Jane Kauss, Amy Olson, Donna Skaugh, Joanie Woyicki and the family of
Erick Thompson. *Please notify the office of any changes to the prayer list! Thank you!

/ Pastor Libby’s potluck farewell lunch on October 13,
% 12-2pm at Living Hope Parish Center

2 . . 7
G are invited

*hkhkkhkkkhkkhkkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkhkhkkhkhkhkhkhkihkhkhkhkhkhhhkikhhkhkhkhihhhkhkikhkihkikhkhkikhhhikiikihkikhhikikikiikikiik
Thank you everyone for your concern, prayers, gifts and beautiful cards
during my illness. mmm
God’s blessings & Love, Marlene Peters

Up to now Pastor Libby has used 2 email addresses to communicate with folks at Living Hope
(pastorlivinghopeetrrick@gmail.com) and North Beaver Creek (nbclcpastor@gmail.com).
Going forward the pastor’s email address will be northhopepastor@gmail.com.

Please update your email contacts and mailing lists.

News & Views 4


mailto:pastorlivinghopeetrrick@gmail.com
mailto:nbclcpastor@gmail.com
mailto:northhopepastor@gmail.com

Y| Rally Sunday _ |
2024  BIAET N |

SUNDAY scool.

A §

Confirmation News
Confirmation Sunday is October 6% for Eathan
Busse and Beau Trapp. Come celebrate and
affirm the faith journeys of these two young men.

Cream Cheese Rhubarb Pie
Mix and let stand:

2 cups (cut up) rhubarb

Y cup sugar

Cream together:

8 0z. cream cheese

Help Needed Please

1 cup sugar
2 tbsp flour We have 14 students enrolled in
2 eggs Confirmation this year and need some

Fold in rhubarb adults to help out in the classroom. Do

Put into unbaked pie crust you have 1 hour on a Wednesday
Bake at 375 degrees for 15 minutes evening every once in a while? We
Lower heat to 350 degrees for 45 minutes or until set need10 people to say YES to this
Optional Topping: invitation in order to have a 2 month
Y2 cup sour cream rotation adult help. Please consider
2 tbsp sugar volunteering and let Pastor Libby

1 tsp vanilla know. Thanks!!

Mix and spread on top of cooled pie
*This recipe was sent in anonymously a few months ago but couldn’t fit in the last few newsletters. Thank
you to whomever sent it in.*

|
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WELCA Meeting Minutes September 2024

Our meeting was called to order at 9:15 in the basement of the while building.

Campus Ministry cookies were brought up and tabled until January.

We need to know who is updating our serving groups to be better able to prepare for future needs for the church.
Jan will check into any needs that the confirmation may have to see if we can be of assistance to them.

Reminder to all in the congregation that items will be needed for the Bake Sale which is held during the Lutefisk
Dinner. It has been a tradition for a very long time and is very popular with those attending. Norwegian baking is
always popular, but anything is welcome.

A quilt tying day was set for Wednesday, October 2, at 9:00 a.m. All are welcome to attend. If you have never been
able to join us before, please come. Those that have needles and scissors should bring them along, but if you don’t
have, they will be provided.

Also, if anyone is interested in sewing at home, please contact Dena, or the church office.

Doris asked about our thoughts concerning the donations that have been given yearly in our area to help organizations
that are in need. We all agreed that this should continue as in the past. They are area Fire Departments of Blair-Taylor,
Melrose, and Ettrick, The Homeless Shelters in Trempealeau and Jackson County, and to Lutheran World Relief.
Next meeting will be October 20th, at 9:00a.m. white building basement.

Officers needed.

We ended with a prayer of thankfulness by Charlene, and our meeting was adjourned at 10:05, to allow us to get to
church in the brick building.

Respectfully submitted,

~Jan Hartung, Secretary

October Note to Congregation
If you have been to the brick church or visited someone in the cemetery you may have noticed a bright red painting on
a tree found on the cemetery’s south lying fence line. In the middle of the night Pastor Libby was alerted to this
vandalism in the cemetery by the Sheriff's department. It was a homeless person (living out of truck) with perceived
mental health issues. The individual was encouraged to leave and did so. A couple of days later a parishioner found
her intending to camp behind the white church. At this time, we met with her and asked what the church could do for
her. She accepted a little money for food/gas and was on her way. | relay this for a couple of reasons: First as
Christians we need to appreciate each day we are given here on earth. Second, if anyone has a good way of removing
paint from a tree, please let me know.

You might have noticed that there is someone living in the parsonage. There is! It’s Dana Osborn, our new custodian,
and her daughter, Ava. We were glad to provide a place for them to live during a difficult time in their life. The rental
agreement is a month-to-month agreement, pending the call of a pastor who may choose to live there. Any further
guestions or concerns you may have should be directed to Pastor Libby or myself.

We have a Lutefisk dinner coming up shortly. Can’t you just smell the special “fish” by just thinking about it. In
keeping the tradition alive we want to put our best foot forward for “company”. We would like 15 to 20 people to
bring their cleaning supplies/utensils and help ready the white church while cleaning anything that is not moving.
Saturday October 19th, 9:30 am was the day/time selected. We are also circulating a sign-up sheet at church services
so we know we can use everyone's time expeditiously.

Finally, as everyone knows Pastor Libby’s last day is Sunday October 13th. There will be a special appreciation dinner
held for her after church service on that Sunday. Please watch for upcoming announcements and plan to show our
appreciation for a kind/gracious Pastor. Simultaneously, join me in prayer as we ask the call committees to use their
wisdom in recruiting a Pastor wishing to serve our 2pt parish.

Phil Borreson

|
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gﬁ North Beaver Creek
| _Lutheran Church

Invites you to their annual

\ LUTEFISK
/ DINNER

Join us downstairs. . . for a real home-cooked Norwegian meal!

Sunday, October 27 f
11:00am-4:00pm w

ALL YOU CAN EAT: s 2 o
LUTEFISK - MEATBALLS
RUTABAGAS * POTATOES * GRAVY

LEFSE * CRANBERRIES * PIE Kids 6-12: 15
CARRYOUTS AVAILABLE -'-‘ Under 6: Free

W10767 County County Rd. C, Ettrick, 4.5 miles east of Beaches Corner
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News & Views of North Beaver Creek Lutheran
Church is published monthly with the goal of
keeping our members and community informed
about the events and ideas of our congregation.

Submissions to the newsletter are welcome by
emailing them to
northbeavercreekoffice@gmail.com, calling the
office 608-525-2406 or dropping them off at the
church office. Please submit information and

articles by the 20™ of each month.

Pastor: Rev. Libby Howe (Interim) 608-397-9623
Office Manager: Angie Dummer  608-525-2406

Office email: northbeavercreekoffice@gmail.com

Organist: Ann Ekern 608-525-3944
Custodian: Notrval Greenwold 608-797-7477
Council Pres: Phil Borreson 608-525-5661

email: pborreso@gmail.com
Council VP: Rachel Tollefson ~ 608-299-0693 October 19: 9:30am. Clean Up Day — In
Council Sec.: Dawn Corcoran 608-525-4200 preparation for our Lutefisk Supper, we need to
Comall Ties. Miadlys Leue 608-484-0303 clean the light fixtures, windows, cobwebs,

bathrooms and shanty! All are needed and
welcome! Many hands make light work!

North Beaver Creek’s Mission Statement
“To Reach Out in Our Community —
To Nurture and Strengthen Families

and All in Need”
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Serving the membership of North Beaver Creek Lutheran Church

Living Faith First
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ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

|
News & Views 9


mailto:northbeavercreekoffice@gmail.com
mailto:northbeavercreekoffice@gmail.com
mailto:pborreso@gmail.com

