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There’s a phrase I use when talking with people about relationships and love. When I
describe what good relationships look like I picture and hope for “a soft place to land”.
The image | have is of an egg dropped on a memory foam mattress. If the experiment
works, the egg doesn’t break, even though it is fragile. The foam gently absorbs the
impact of the fall, moves down with it and then holds closely while the foam slowly
springs back. It’s how I imagine God with us individually and as a world. God is
always absorbing the impact of our mistakes, cradling the fragility of our broken hearts
and hopes.

I’m not sure how old I was when I realized that the friends I sought in my own life
were soft places to land when I felt fragile, falling, or failing. Many of us didn’t grow
up in homes or with people that we knew would always be that for us. We got used to
walking on the eggshells of previous unforgiven mistakes, hoping to make it through
the next inevitable foible without adding to the shards and the pain of stepping on
them.

As we get closer to formally entering a 2-point parish covenant, I’ve been thinking
about the encouragement to experiment in our churches. Experiments, by nature, carry
an element of risk. We do them hoping for a positive outcome, maybe feeling fairly
certain of it, but we also know the outcome is not assured. There are no guarantees
when we go a different than usual direction, engage people we don’t know, ask new
guestions or do something we never have before.

I have examined myself over this past year, wondering about my own approach to
things that carry risk. What have | learned in my life about trying new things? About
looking foolish? About succeeding and failing? How does the fear of my own
incapacities hold me and others back? How have my experiences of judgment
prevented me from trying again, risking failure, and embarking on new adventures in
life and ministry?

All this is to say ... as we are wondering about what the next years will bring at NBC
and Living Hope, let’s consider the larger environment and history of our community.
How are mistakes and failures dealt with? How have people been berated and hurt in
the past when they tried something, and it didn’t fit the mold of the tradition? What
eggshells are people walking around on in our sanctuaries, church kitchens, council
rooms and fellowship halls? How can we cultivate ministry settings as a soft place to
land and bumble through new possibilities together? What words will you speak, or
NOT? How will you encourage and pray? How will you help others to laugh and learn
and keep moving forward, knowing they are loved no matter what?

Before we jump into new creative, risky, adventurous possibilities of faithful life in
Jesus, we need to attend to the spaces in our hearts and churches and communities
where all these things take place. | pray that North Beaver Creek and Living Hope, for
this hurting and hopeful world, will be soft places to land. Only in the assurance of
God’s steadfast softness, can we move forward, fearlessly and faithfully.

Christ’s Peace,
Pastor Libby
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THIS MONTH Terry Busse Brandon Crivits
Ronald Dyb Darwin Beck
) Randall Busse Roland Ekern

Nora Kujak July1 Loaine Brynildson William Hartung
Madelyn Solberg July 1 Troy Tenneson Owen Sweno
Stuart Olson July 3 Blake Simmons Terrance Busse
Zoey Crivits July 5 . _
Kaisyn Ekern July 7 July Commumon Asst: Brent
Mary Foss July 7 Prep & Worship Asst.: 7/07- Dawn
Chad Steine July 10 ;g‘l‘ g";‘"”ys
Kurt Winkler July 10 2/28- Lindya
Bree Lien July 11
Biran Simmons July 12 5
Lisa Nelson July 13 Treasurer’s Report:
Gaylord Foss* July 15 Balance ending 4/30/2024 $19,223.86
Janna Ekern July 16 May Regular Offering $12,709.90
Beau Weisenberger July 16 May Loose offerings $174.85
Beth Nelson July 17 May Simply Giving $1,488.96
EZI;V\and:Lbcaklier jﬂ:z 1; May Sunday School Offering $0.00
Janelle Ekern July 20 May Designated $3,825.15
Ethan Sweno July 22 May Total Income $37,422.72
Larry Ericksmoen*  July 23 May expenses ($9,187.86)
Nathan Instenes July 23 Ending checking balance 5/31/2024 $28,234.86
Dena Lien N JU|y 24 includes the following Lutefisk profits:
\é\élzl\:g?l'rsmgrigzon . jﬂ:z ;g 2021 Lutefisk profit $3,575.22
Derick White July 25 2022 Lutefisk profit $2,725.54
Tammy Vehrenkamp July 27 2023 Lutefisk profit $10,265.39
Justin Kelly July 28
Daisy Tjerstad July 29
Bonnie Lien* July 30

*Are 70+ years old

aa)-

Lance & Carey Johnson
Kurt & Sacha Winkler lw PD\[ \
Joe & Morgan Vehrenkamp 7\ AN NIVERS AR}Q
Scott & Gloria Bahnub
Roland & Ann Ekern
Chad & Sally Steine
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5/30 — 6/27 Memorial or In Honor of gifts:

In Memory of Ardis Sexe by Ann & Roland Ekern

In Memory of Ardis Sexe to the driveway fund by Joe Vehrenkamp

In Memory of Ardis Sexe by Rev. Barbara Knutson

In Memory of Ardis Sexe by Dena Daffinson

In Memory of Ardis Sexe by Janice & William Hartung

In Memory of Ardis Sexe by Sheldon & Kay Legreid

In Memory of Ardis Sexe to the Driveway fund by Martha Thompson

In Honor of Roland’s Birthday and Father’s Day by Ann and family

In Memory of Ardis Sexe by Alice Baker

In Memory of Dianne Kraemer by Alice Baker

In Memory of LaMay Nybroten to Faith Cemetery by Wanda Vehrenkamp

In Memory of Ardis Sexe to the Driveway fund by Ann Legreid

In Memory of Wayne Johnson by Janel & Terry Christianson, Sue & Randy Lindberg, Mary & Randy
Tollefson and Marlene McComas

In Memory of Wayne Johnson, Ron Loken, Doug Nokken, Karl Gunderson, LaMay Nybroten, Tim
Beck, Kyle Dahl, Ardis Sexe, Jenny Stellflue and Louise Bagniewski by Willie and Tammy
Vehrenkamp

In Memory of LaMay Nybroten by Nancy Fahl and Ruth Lippert

In Memory of Ardis Sexe by Daniel and Donna Mayer

In Memory of Ardis Sexe to the Sunday School fund by Steve and Linda Heimdahl

In Memory of Ardis Sexe by Julie Crivits

In Memory of Ardis Sexe by Carol Beck

NOTE: There will be a joint council meeting with Living Hope on July 15 at 6pm at the Living Hope
Parish Center in Ettrick to discuss the first draft of the 2 Point Parish Covenant.

i A MONUMENTAL VBS THANK YOU goes to Nicole & Jadrean Borreson, Missy
: Crivits, Dena and Liam Daffinson, Linda Heimdahl, Pam Jones, Patti Jusczcak, Bree
| and Chase Lien, Sarah Misch, Char Saxe, and Christina Tjerstad for feeding us dinner

each evening, leading songs and games, teaching and playing and everything else you
did to make our VVBS a wonderful experience!!

Thank you for the noisy offering gifts you shared over the past months for the synod's Water is Life project. North
Beaver Creek contributed $2432.65 of the total $38,462.14 in the whole synod. All of those gifts support
developmental and relief efforts related to water through ELCA World Hunger.
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North Beaver Creek Lutheran Church
Church Council Minutes
June 10, 2024, 6pm

Attendees: Phil Borreson, Dawn Corcoran, Pastor Libby Howe, Marlys Leque, Brent Sweno, Heather Busse, Joe
Vehrenkamp, and Steve Vehrenkamp

Absent: Pam Jones and Rachel Tollefson
Called to order by President Phil Borreson
Prayer led by Pastor Libby Howe

Secretary’s report: Minutes approved from May 13, 2024, read and approved. Motion made by Marlys Leque,
seconded by Steven Vehrenkamp

Treasurer’s report: Financial Reports read and approved. Motion made by Dawn Corcoran and seconded by Heather
Busse.
Voice of the congregation:
Youth Ministry: Macy Lien — conversation was had about future possibilities for youth group activities
Norval Greenwald-

1. Would like to continue renting the garage at the parsonage — rented for a year — continue renting
month to month $50 per month.

2. Pioneer Cemetery mowing in the past NBC has donated $500.00 from the Lutefisk dinner for the
upkeep. A motion was made by JoeVehrenkamp, second by Heather Busse to donate $500.00 to
upkeep of Pioneer Cemetery (Dave Jacobs is representative of the Pioneer Cemetery Association).

3. Asked to use the mower from Faith cemetery. Referred him to the Faith Cemetery Association for
permission to use the mower.

4. Suggested a workday on the markers at all three cemeteries.

5. Recommended to get paper towel dispensers at the white building to save on paper towels. Council
would like pricing on towel dispensers. Norval will bring to future meeting.

6. Question on padded chairs at Brick Church. Heather Busse will contact WELCA about chairs.

7. Driveway funds - wondering about seal coating and pea gravel. Norval will get pricing and bring to
council.

Correspondence
Donation for sound system
Septic inspected and pumped
Heather will look over Workers Comp and property liability insurance and discuss with Phil.
Pastor Report/ Updates
Parish Formation Team
Joint Council Meeting Monday, July 15 at 6 pm at Living Hope Parish Center
NBC Scholarship update — email going out to all seniors to see if anyone is interested.
Pastor Libby Howe on vacation June 21 — June 28
New Member welcome will be Sunday June 30th
Church general items

|
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Gifts — Thank you cards to Truman Everson (chairs), Rod & Liz Saxe (hot water heater), Barb Knutson (sound
system)

Committee Reports
Deacons’ Report
Welcome Roger Instenes to cover the end of Roxy Thompson’s term as Deacon

Care Team Meeting — the Synod Assembly had a work shop called Befrienders watch for more
information on lay ministry.

Trustee Report

Chair update thanks to Truman Everson for the donation and Wayne, Bonnie, Kevin, Dena, Ben,
Macy, and Ember Lien for setting up the chairs and taking out the old chairs

Extra Printers and other electronics - Phil Borreson and Steve Vehrenkamp will take care of.
Window repair on basement windows at white building waiting on one window to put in
Parsonage roof can wait a year to replace
Old business
Call Committee Update — they will meet soon watch for updates
Money counting going great
New business
Synod Assembly report will be given to the congregation.
Vacation Bible School — June 24 — 28
Sunday School Teacher appreciation Sunday 6/23/24
Adjournment and the Lord’s Prayer. Motion made by Steve Vehrenkamp, seconded by Roger Instenes
Next Meeting Monday, July 8th 2024 at 6 pm, Joint Meeting Monday, July 15th at Living Hope, 6pm

Please keep in your prayers: Roddy Ekern, Roland Ekern, Mary Ericksmoen, Steve
Heimdahl, Donald Johnson, Abe Juszczak, Jane Kauss, Amy Olson, Donna Skaugh, Erick
Thompson and Joanie Woyicki *Please notify the office of any changes to the prayer list!
Thank you!

WELCA report from June 12, 2024.

WELCA served at two recent funerals held at the brick church. Thank you to all that brought food and/or
helped.

Eight quilts were tied to be hemmed and sent to LWR. There was no official voting meeting, but during
lunch we discussed the VBS session coming up on June 24-27th. We will be providing milk and lemonade
for those in attendance. And there are volunteers for bringing cookies.

There was some discussion about continuing to donate to the local service organizations and nursing homes
as has been done for several years. Those in attendance were in agreement that the needs are genuine,
especially with increased operational costs, and would be voted on at a future meeting.

There will not be a WELCA meeting in July. On August14th, we will meet at the white building @ 9:00
a.m.

Submitted by Jan Hartung, secretary
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From the President: July Notes to Congregation

For those of you who had the chance to visit the cemeteries of our two churches | am sure you agree with me
that they looked wonderful for Memorial Day. If you see our lawn mowers, weed eaters please let them
know they are appreciated.

The 2pt parish agreement nears completion. It will be available to the entire congregation in the not too
distant future. When the 2pt parish committees draft agreement is realized it will be presented to the
Councils of Living Hope and North Beaver Creek. After review and incorporation of any agreed upon
changes it will be presented to the respective congregations for ratification again while incorporating any
issues heretofore not included. The congregational meetings will be posted in the bulletins so that all who
wish may attend.

The chairs have been purchased and all the old chairs gone via donations. The new chairs look wonderful. |
want to thank the Lien family for picking up the chairs, placing the new chairs, and carrying out all the old
chairs. I am amazed and thankful that changes ranging from new water heater to new chairs can be done so
efficiently with “little fanfare”.

Finally, we (as noted in bulletin) received a generous donation from Pastor Barb Knutson to improve our
sound system. Her generosity of $5000 will serve the NBC congregation well for years. As the Council
looks at sound system improvement we will take our time and make sure the dollars spent are in the best
interest of the congregation. Thank you Rev. Barb.

Stewardship of civility
There used to be a wise saying about arguments that kept things civil. One party or the other would say, “I
disagree with what you say, but I defend with my life your right to say it.”

That sounds downright quaint in today’s climate, where partisans are more likely to say, “I disagree with
what you say, and you are evil and have no right to that opinion.”

This month, as we celebrate Independence Day, we can relish the freedoms we take for granted, including
freedom of speech, religion, and assembly.

At the same time, as Christians we remember not only Jesus’ command to love our neighbors as ourselves
(Mark 12:31), but also to do unto others as we would have them do to us (Matthew 7:12). The “neighbors”
and “others” certainly include those who hold different ideas on issues of the day.

How can we celebrate our freedom of expression in the context of Jesus’ commands?

- Listen carefully, being open to another person’s ideas.

- Respond thoughtfully and calmly, citing facts to support your argument.

- Do not attack the person, only the ideas.

- Remember the wise old saying, “I disagree with what you say, but I defend with my life your right to say
it.”

We are stewards of our relationships with our neighbors. As followers of Jesus, we can be stewards of
civility and lead our country to calmer, more amicable times.

--Rob Blezard Copyright © 2023 Rev. Robert Blezard.

|
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Living Hope Lutheran Church’s
Brd Annua|

Golf Tournameng

4-Person
Big Cup Scramble

When: July 27, 2024
Where: Ettrick Golf Course

Shotgun start at 10 a.m. Registration from 9—9:45 a.

$35 per person /$25 for Jr golfers (golfers 16 and under)

Includes 9 holes—with prizes on each hole
Prizes for winning men’s & mixed teams (mixed must have at least 2 female golfers)
Games with prizes on 3 and 6th hole, a putting contest on 9th hole, $300 pay out for

a hole in one on 6th hole, door prizes, general drawings, plus other fun events.
There’s something for everyone!
Call Ettrick Golf Course, 608-525-6262, to sign up.
Number of teams is limited--so call early!

If you would like to help us out through a donation: 5%

| We are looking for items or gift cards, raffle baskets, cash donations, or hole sponsors ($100 per hole). ;

Your name or business will be posted by each hole, in the club house and in our publications. y

"% This year we will be expanding “Memory Lane.” For a $100 donation, you, your family or friends can /
| have a sign memorializing or honoring individuals or an event. Memory Lane is placed by the club 2%
4’| house towards the 1st tee, so everyone will walk through it, and remember those Imporhnt to usl 3 /
w m«ammdmsmummp-.mcmsm«, : v

memm.:.keammhmm mmampm
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On Sunday, June 30", we welcomed and celebrated new members of North Beaver Creek! We are blessed to

officially add Amber Smith & Brad Thompson, their children Braden, Kaleb, Sidney, and Scarlet; Ron and

Shari Solberg; and Carol Solberg to our NBC family. Please greet them warmly and do your best to include
them in all the things that happen here throughout the year!

FREE Concerts in Riverside Park

Inclement Weather Site Announced on Facebook, Instagram, and Website after 5 pm

.y al{ng Ilstfen_er.s o The La Crosse Concert Band is a proud symbol of
invited to j 0{" i t{'e the Seven Rivers Region since 1917 bringing free,
weekly Children’s quality, multigenerational concert music to
March, parading La Crosse’s beautiful riverfront, and in so doing,
the aisles with providing educational opportunities both for the
American flags!

‘ audience and for student and adult performers.
)

www.LaCrosseConcertBand.org Abbie.LeitholdMusic@gmail.com Abbie at 608-784-7555  Facebook and Instagram!
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News & Views of North Beaver Creek Lutheran
Church is published monthly with the goal of
keeping our members and community informed
about the events and ideas of our congregation.

Submissions to the newsletter are welcome by
emailing them to
northbeavercreekoffice@gmail.com, calling the
office 608-525-2406 or dropping them off at the
church office. Please submit information and

articles by the 20™ of each month.

Pastor: Rev. Libby Howe (Interim) 608-397-9623
Office Manager: Angie Dummer  608-525-2406

Office email: northbeavercreekoffice@gmail.com

Organist: Ann Ekern 608-525-3944

Custodian: Norval Greenwold 608-797-7477

Council Pres: Phil Borreson 608-525-5661 We are looking for a church custodian. This is a
email: pborreso@gmail.com part-time position, approximately 10 hours per

Council VP: Rachel Tollefson 608-299-0693 week, and as needed. For more information, please

Council Sec.: Dawn Corcoran 608-525-4200 contact a council member or the office at 608-525-

Council Tres.: Marlys Leque 608-484-0303 2406 or northbeavercreekoffice@gmail.com

North Beaver Creek’s Mission Statement
“To Reach Out in Our Community —
To Nurture and Strengthen Families

and All in Need”

NEWS & VIEWS
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Serving the membership of North Beaver Creek Lutheran Church

Living Faith First

Ettrick, WI 54627

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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