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Notes from the President

| preached about nonviolence the Sunday immediately following the
assassination attempt on former President, Donald Trump. A few folks asked
that | put some of those statements in writing in our newsletter...so here we go.

What do we do with violence as Christians? It's strange, but even asking the
question seems a little risky. Violence has become such a fact of our lives that
rarely do we question it, much less challenge or condemn it. After the
assassination attempt, leaders of our country, including President Biden, were
quick to condemn “political violence.” A leading theologian in our ELCA, Rev.
Dr. Anna Madsen, posted, “Let it be said that ballots are the way to enact
change, not bullets. Political violence is abhorrent and anathema to democracy.
We may have strong opinions contrary to those of our leaders, and we may
believe them to be righteous, but the way to steward them is by way of candid
speech rather than cowardly violence. God is not a God of hate and viciousness,
and therefore those who follow God are not either. Instead, we are people who
“speak peace to [God's] faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to
[God].” Psalm 85:8.”

| don't disagree with President Biden or Dr. Madsen. Indeed, political violence
has no place in a democracy. But | want to go one step further...99.999% of
the time (and I'm not going to get into the .001%), violence has no place in the
lives of Christians. In his book, “Fight: A Christian Case for Non-violence,”
Preston Sprinkle spends 70,000 words articulating all the reasons for
Christians to embrace non-violence, but some of the most compelling are the
following:

Jesus's nonviolent journey to the cross was both theological and ethical. Yes,
Jesus had to die, so he chose not to resist his death. But New Testament
writers view Jesus's nonviolent journey to the cross as a model for believers to
follow. The sheer volume of NT commands that flow out of Jesus'’s teaching
and posture in the face of violence is striking.

o “Bless those who persecute you, bless and do not curse...Do not repay
anyone evil for evil..Never avenge yourselves...If your enemies are
hungry, feed them, if they are thirsty, give them something to
drink...Overcome evil with good” (Rom 12:14-21)

e When reviled, we bless; when persecuted, we endure; when slandered,
we speak kindly” (1 Cor 4:12-13)

e “Let your gentleness be known to everyone” (Phil 4:5)

e “See that none of you repays evil for evil, but always seek to do good to
one another and to all” (1 Thess 5:15).

e “Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might
follow in his steps. He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his
mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he
suffered, he did not threaten” (1 Peter 2:21-23).

e “Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary,
bless” (1 Pet 3:9)
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Lance Johnson* August 3

Marilyn Bagniewski* August 4

Perry Kujak August 6

Owen Kujak August 8

Olivia Corcoran August 10
Linda Heimdahl August 11
Truman Everson* August 13
Dwight Tjerstad August 14
Larry Crivits August 16
John Woyicki* August 16
Randall Tollefson August 17
David Thompson August 19
Wade Noren August 21
Rodney Saxe August 23
Annie Holliday August 26
Gunnar Johnson August 30
Carol Bue* August 31

*Are 70+ years old

o

Brian Simmons Percy Thompson
Tyler Thompson Gaylord Foss
Dena Lien Nathan Instenes
Lance Johnson Kari Johnson
Eddie Thompson Reed Borteson

Ethan Sweno
Dwight Tjerstad

Janna Ekern
Jadrean Borreson

July Communion Asst: Rachel
Prep & Worship Asst.: 8/04- Roxy
8/11- Heather
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Wayne & Bonnie Lien
Gaylor & Julie Foss
Jay & Linda Vehrenkamp
John & Julie Eckel
Alan & ChristineVehrenkamp
Darwin & Marlene Peters
Jay & Janelle Ekern
Brent & Jessica Hangartner

8/18- Dawn

8/25- Marlys
Treasurer’s Report:
Balance ending 5/31/2024 $28,234.86
June Regular Offering $6,199.90
June Loose offerings $80.85
June Simply Giving $1,413.96
June Designated $5,166.82
June Total Income $12,860.68
June Total $41,095.54
June Expenses ($17,822.97)

Ending checking balance 6/30/2024 $23,272.57
includes the following Lutefisk profits:
2021 Lutefisk profit $3,575.22
2022 Lutefisk profit $2,725.54
2023 Lutefisk profit $10,265.39

There will be a lutefisk dinner
meeting after worship on
August 18™. Please join us!
All are welcome!
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6/28 — 7/22 Memorial or In Honor of gifts:

In Memory of Dianne Kraemer by Doris Anderson

In Memory of Dianne Kraemer by Loaine Brynildson

In Memory of Ardis Sexe to the parking lot fund by Wayne & Bonnie Lien

In Memory of Dianne Kraemer to the parking lot fund by Wayne & Bonnie Lien

In Memory of Dianne Kraemer to the parking lot fund by Darwin & Marlene Peters
In Memory of Dianne Kraemer by Ronald & Valerie Dyb

In Memory of Dianne Kraemer by Janice & William Hartung

In Memory of Dianne Kraemer by Norma Lien

In Memory of Dianne Kraemer by Charlene Saxe

In Memory of Dianne Kraemer by Barbara Steine

In Memory of Dianne Kraemer to the parking lot fund by Martha Thompson

In Memory of Dianne Kraemer by Greg & Becky Steine

In Memory of Dianne Kraemer by Rita Ann Bernette

In Memory of Dianne Kraemer by Mary Hansen

In Memory of Dianne Kraemer by Marlys Jennings

In Memory of Dianne Kraemer by John & Susan Oliver

In Memory of Dianne Kraemer to the driveway fund by Martha Thompson

In Memory of Dianne Kraemer to the First Cemetery fund by Percy & Roxy Thompson
In Memory of Dianne Kraemer to the parking lot fund by Roger & Franacee Instenes
In Memory of Wayne Johnson, LaMay Nybroten, Shirley Guza, Kyle Dahl & Ron Malchaski to the
roof fund by Sheldon & Kay Legreid

In Memory of Donald Johnson, John Larson, Terry Lien by Mouse Hansen

In Memory of Don Johnson to Faith Cemetery Assoc. by Wayne & Marguerite Sweno
In Memory of LaMay Nybroten by Barbara Knutson

In Memory of LaMay Nybroten to the brick cemetery by Dena Daffinson

In Memory of LaMay Nybroten by Keith & Jackie Sexe

In Memory of LaMay Nybroten by Martha Thompson

In Memory of LaMay Nybroten to Faith Cemetery by Wayne & Marguerite Sweno

In Memory of LaMay Nybroten to Faith Cemetery by Michael & Susan Saxe

In Memory of LaMay Nybroten by Thomas & June Bonderman

In Memory of Donald Johnson, John Larson, Terry Lien by Mouse Hansen

In Memory of Don Johnson to the Faith Cemetery Assoc. by Wayne and Marguerite Sweno
In Memory of Donald Johnson to the driveway fund by Roger and Franacee Instenes
In Memory of Donnie Johnson by Norma Lien and Gaylord & Julie Foss

In Memory of DeAnn Frances Greenwold for bulletin sponsor, by Norval Greenwold

Mark Your Calendars!
Living Hope and North Beaver Creek will worship
TOGETHER two weeks in a row:

August 25: Ettrick Days Worship at Living Hope at 10:15am (No worship service at NBC)
September 1: Labor Day Worship at North Beaver Creek at 8:45am (No worship service at LH)

See you there!
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North Beaver Creek Lutheran Church, Ettrick, Wisconsin, 54627

July 8th, 2024, Church Council Meeting Minutes

Attendees: Phil Borreson, Dawn Corcoran, Pastor Libby Howe, Heather Busse, Roger Instenes, Pam Jones, Joe
Vehrenkamp, and Steve Vehrenkamp Absent: Marlys Leque, Brent Sweno, and Rachel Tollefson

Called to Order by President Phil Borreson and Prayer led by Pastor Libby Howe

Secretary’s report: Minutes from June 10, 2024 read and approved. Motion made by Roger Instenes and seconded by
Steve Vehrenkamp

Treasurer’s report: Financial Reports read and approved. Motion made by Heather Busse and seconded by Pam Jones.

Voice of the Congregation: Jay Vehrenkamp presented information about a neighborhood block party on July 31 in
Blair. Everyone is welcome, and he asked if North Beaver Creek church would make a donation to cover the food
costs. Heather Busse made a motion to donate $200.00 from lutefisk money. Pam Jones seconded. Motion carried. Jay
will share information with the congregation at an upcoming worship service.

Correspondence: Thank you from the synod for regular mission support. Thank from the Kraemer family for Dianne’s
funeral.

Pastor’s Report:

1. 2 pt Parish Committee: A draft Covenant of Cooperation will be sent out to council tomorrow (July 9) for members
to read before the joint council meeting July 15 at 6 pm at Living Hope Parish Center.

2. Custodian for NBC: Phil Borreson, Pastor Libby and Norval Greenwold interviewed someone for the custodian
position and recommended the council to hire Dana Osborn with a six month probation period. Joe Vehrenkamp
moved to accept the recommendation and Roger Instenes seconded. Motion carried.

3. Synod Lay Pastoral Care Network: Pastor Libby will contact members for the Synod Lay Pastoral Care Network to
attend workshop.
President’s Report:
1. North Beaver Creek Lutheran Creek donated $75.00 to The Friendship First fun run on July 3.
Committee reports
1. Trustees
a. Norval Greenwold is checking on elevator issues at the white building.
b. Pastor Libby will email Sims in Winona to set up a consultation about our sound system.
c. Thank you to Steve Vehrenkamp and Phil Borreson for recycling electronic equipment.
d. Norval Greenwold checking on water leaking down the basement stairs of the white building
e. Working on fixing the cross that lights up at the white building.
f. No updates on towel dispensers and seal coating bids.
2. Deacons
a. VBS was a great success thank you to all that helped.
b. Watch for a signup sheet in church for greeting and ushering and reading the lessons.
¢. Community Vacation Bible School at Living Hope Church July 29-Aug.1. Everyone is welcome.
3. Call committee: no updates at this time.
Motion to adjourn by Joe Vehrenkamp and seconded by Steve Vehrenkamp. Motion carried.
Next meeting Monday August 12, 2024 at 6 pm at the white building
Closing prayer Submitted by Dawn Corcoran, Secretary
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(Continued from pg. 1)
o “Strive for peace with everyone” (Heb 12:14).

By far, the most dominant “What Would Jesus Do” moment in the entire New Testament is when later
writers referred back to Jesus’s nonviolent teaching. There is no single ethical theme that garnered as
much interest among our inspired authors as Jesus’s nonviolent posture.

Furthermore, the pre-Constantine early church could hardly agree on anything. They couldn’t even agree on
the nature of Christ or which books should be in the Bible! But when it came to the question of killing,
whenever early church theologians (whose writings we have) address the question of whether Christians
should kill, they all say “no!” Origin, Tertullian, Cyprian, Athenagoras, Lactantius, Arnobius, and others
always condemned killing; Christians should never kill. They even went out of their way to distinguish
between unjust and just killing—that is, killing bad people who deserve it. Yet Christians aren't ever to Kkill,
even if they deserve it. Across the board, killing is always and everywhere forbidden. Here's just one
example: When God forbids killing, he doesn’t just ban murder, which is not permitted under the law even; he is
also forbidding us to do certain things which are treated as lawful among men. No exception at all should be
made: killing a human being is always wrong because it is God’s will for man to be a sacred creature
(Lactantius, Divine Institutes).

| ended my sermon with the following statement: To follow Jesus is to follow a leader who never got rich,
never had an army, never used a weapon, and never used power to take advantage of others.

And we prayed this prayer by Diana Butler Bass, which is a prayer we could pray EVERY DAY:

God who is beyond politics and nations, Christ who transcends the power of violence, Holy Spirit who animates
all people,

Be with us in this moment of violence, division, and turmoil. Transform our rage and hate that we might see all
others with your eyes. Break our hearts of stone, give us hearts of love and understanding that your peace
might prevail. Amen.

Christ’'s Peace be yours,
Pastor Libby

Please keep in your prayers: Roddy Ekern, Roland Ekern, Mary Ericksmoen, Truman
Everson, Jane Kauss, Amy Olson, Donna Skaugh, Erick Thompson and Joanie Woyicki
*Please notify the office of any changes to the prayer list! Thank you!

The next WELCA meeting will be held on Wednesday, August 14" at 9am at the White Church. All
are welcome! Please join us!

ATTN: A special congregational meeting is called by your Council/President for purposes of
formalizing North Beaver Creek Lutheran Church’s relationship with Living Hope Lutheran
Church. The agreement titled “A Covenant of Cooperation” will be voted on. Members are
encouraged to attend the meeting scheduled for August 4th, 2024, immediately following the
8:45am worship service to assure your voice is heard. Copies are available in the back of the
church or by contacting the Church office.
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From the President: August Notes to Congregation

On July 15th, 2024, the Church Councils of North Beaver Creek and Living Hope met to discuss an
agreement designed to be beneficial to both churches. Joint formation/study committees from both churches
have been meeting since February 2024, with the end agreement reflective of input from both churches.

The agreement titled “A Covenant of Cooperation” reflects the months of input defining the future
relationship between North Beaver Creek and Living Hope. As an attendee at the joint council meeting on
Monday the 15th of July, it was amazing to see the goodwill from all participants in attendance. | believe
this feeling exists as the agreement reflects what members of both churches wanted to see.

At the Joint Meeting our NBC Council formally voted to send the agreement for member ratification at a
Special Meeting to be held after worship services on August 4th, 2024. Copies of the agreement may be
found in the back of the church or at the church office, and it is included in this newsletter. | hope you will
take the time to read the agreement and join NBC members on Sunday August 4th.

One more important item. Sunday School teachers are needed for the upcoming school year. Sunday School
has traditionally been the focal point of our children's education, and we want to continue this. If you can
find time to be a full-time teacher, teacher job share, or a part-time substitute you will be welcomed by
existing staff with open arms. Please contact Nicole Borreson (608-797-3213), Pastor Libby, or the church
office. We will try to make you feel comfortable with any help you can provide.

Lutheran World Relief

We are once again putting together school kits for Lutheran World
Relief School Kits. Listed below is what is required for each one.
We are asking for your help in collecting these items please. Or you
may give monetary donations as well. (We do not need the
bags/backpacks this year)

INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING IN EACH SCHOOL KIT:

Qty 4; 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper,
approximately 8” x 10 2”; no loose-leaf paper

Qty 1; 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side
and inches on the other

Qty 1 pencil sharpener
Qty 1 pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well)
Qty 5 unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with a rubber band
Qty 5 black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with a rubber band
Qty 1 box of 16 or 24 crayons

Qty 1; 2 4” eraser

Back to School sales have started! Happy Shopping! &

ATTN: A special congregational meeting is called by your Council/President for purposes of
formalizing North Beaver Creek Lutheran Church’s relationship with Living Hope Lutheran
Church. The agreement titled “A Covenant of Cooperation” will be voted on. Members are
encouraged to attend the meeting scheduled for August 4th, 2024, immediately following the
8:45am worship service to assure your voice is heard. Copies are available in the back of the
church or by contacting the Church office.
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News & Views of North Beaver Creek Lutheran
Church is published monthly with the goal of
keeping our members and community informed
about the events and ideas of our congregation.

Submissions to the newsletter are welcome by
emailing them to
northbeavercreekoffice@gmail.com, calling the
office 608-525-2406 or dropping them off at the
church office. Please submit information and

articles by the 20™ of each month.

Pastor: Rev. Libby Howe (Interim) 608-397-9623
Office Manager: Angie Dummer  608-525-2406
Office email: northbeavercreekoffice@gmail.com
Organist: Ann Ekern 608-525-3944
Custodian: Notrval Greenwold 608-797-7477

Council Pres: Phil Borreson 608-525-5661

email: pborreso@gmail.com
Council VP: Rachel Tollefson

Council Sec.: Dawn Corcoran

608-299-0693
608-525-4200

Council Tres.: Marlys Leque 608-484-0303
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Special Congregational Meeting on August 4!
WELCA meeting on August 14!
Lutefisk dinner meeting on August 18!
(See inside for more information)

North Beaver Creek’s Mission Statement
“To Reach Out in Our Community —
To Nurture and Strengthen Families

and All in Need”
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Serving the membership of North Beaver Creek Lutheran Church

Living Faith First

Ettrick, WI 54627

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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